
Volunteer Project in The Gambia

Highlights

Is it for me?

Accommodation

This volunteer project in the Gambia is all about doing a real job and making a
difference. Using your business skills, you will spend a month working with
local businesses in the tourism industry, sharing your knowledge and
experience with them. You won’t fail to be captivated by the magnificent
country and warm people you will meet

Situated on the western coast of Africa, the Gambia is the continent’s smallest country. It is hard to believe that a
country just 6 hours from Europe is actually one of the world’s poorest, with over half of the 1.7 million population
living below the poverty line, surviving on less than $1 per day. Despite the economic hardships, the nation has
been nicknamed ‘the smiling coast’ on account of the friendliness and hospitality of the people. This, combined
with the fabulous climate, colourful towns and abundance of bird and wildlife, have made the Gambia an ever
more popular tourist destination.

This volunteer project is about helping to develop their tourist industry, whilst at the same time ensuring that as
much as possible, the tourist dollar remains in the country. Working with the NGO ASSET (The Association of
Small Scale Enterprises in Tourism) you will help to support local tourism businesses ranging from market
vendors to tourist guides to small accommodation owners. Spending anything from 2 – 12 weeks, the work you
do will depend very much on your experience and where your skills are most suited. You might be giving hands
on support to fruit sellers at the market, helping a tourist guiding outfit with their book keeping, or advising a tour
company on how best to market themselves. If you possess any IT skills, you might be able to help some of
these businesses establish an on-line presence. You may also see yourself helping out at eco tourism and
community tourism resorts

In your time off from working, you will want to get out and about to explore the country as a tourist. Included in the
price of this trip is a guided tour of the capital city, Banjul and a weekend hike You might also consider a boat trip
on the Gambian River to look for the resident hippopotami, a visit to the sacred Kachikally crocodile pool, or a
trip to the beautiful and unspoilt beaches.

This experience is all about doing a real job and making a difference. It is not some touchy feely project, but an
initiative that needs practical skills and positive attitudes! Any skills relating to business and marketing are
particularly useful.

You will be supported both locally and back in the UK before, during and after your experience to ensure that
both you and ASSET get the most out of your trip. The average age of volunteers on this project tends to be 35 –
65, although if you are younger or older than this you are still very welcome!

Participants are expected to work 5 days a week, but you do get time off at the weekends to explore the local
area, and relax. Included in the price is one weekend hike and a city tour, but there’s nothing stopping you getting
out and about and exploring. Given that you will be working with tourist businesses, you will get the unique
opportunity to see the industry both as an insider and as a visitor!

Accommodation will be in a self catering apartment in Fajara. If you would prefer to stay in a hotel, this can also

Prices from

1,145 GBP (28 days) per person

Why book with Tourdust?

The Best Local Operators
We handpick the best local
operators

Local Price Guarantee
Pay what you would locally with our
Best Price Guarantee

Secure Online Payments
Safe and easy online booking

ABTA Bonding for your protection
We even throw in complimentary
Supplier Failure Cover
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Details

be arranged. You will be responsible for your own food while you’re there and will be spoilt for choice by the local
restaurants serving up speciality dishes such as Domoda and Chicken Yassa.

Getting there
You can fly to Banjul airport via Brussels and Madrid airports.

Price includes
Accommodation and breakfast, airport transfers, full local orientation, city tour, social event, weekend hike, local
SIM card, project & placement liaison.

Not included 
Flights, insurance, visa costs, daily travel if needed, personal expenses such as phone calls, medical expenses,
etc., meals (other than breakfast) - an allowance of £10 to £20 per day will be sufficient.

Price details
Prices are based on a 4 week stay.

Price breakdown: 
£480 - direct costs in the Gambia (airport transfers, accommodation, orientation, information packs) 
£250 - project management & supervision in the Gambia 
£200 - project donation in the Gambia 
£215 - recruitment, matching & project development in UK.

Available
Jan—Dec

Typical Duration
2 weeks - 3 months

Comfort level
Reasonably comfortable (Inns, B&Bs, luxury camping etc.)

Experience required
Some previous experience is needed
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